Introduction
Patients and methods Although none has advantages over existing diagnostic microscopy and cultural methods many serological techniques (for example, haemagglutination, complement-fixation, immunofluorescence, and radioimmunoassay) have been used to measure antibody to Infection of the male urethra with T vaginalis occurs far less frequently than infection in women or is much more difficult to detect. It would be valuable to examine sera from men known to be infected and from male contacts of infected women to determine the usefulness of the ELISA in detecting previous or current male infection. In clinical practice the onset of the infection is uncertain. Similarly, it is difficult to determine whether the episode is an initial or a subsequent infection. These uncertainties cause difficulty in determining the relationship between antibody production and the duration of infection in both women and men. Further insight into this aspect, particularly the speed of antibody development and the persistence after successful treatment, may be gained best by studies in animal models, preferably non-human primates. 
